THE TOEAL CHEISTL

mhis subject deseribes the life of the Apositle Paul. ©is 1ife was s
model of eac§xl@n¢@@ It was the 1ife par exeellonee. IL wos an honor-
shle life. 4t was a noble life. 1t wasran exemplarv life. ‘Truly, it was
an ideszl Christisn life. It seems to me that thers wsre a2t least four :
which combined to mske hig 1ife am idesl Christian lif Those four things
are B8 I011l0Ws fewme—
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TI. The Sscurity Of It

Paul rejoiced in the security of his sou %{fﬂﬁllﬁfw becange Whon
Ghrist ceme into & gonl and Llife and he was saved the “msmcwwzbi ity

e %

pessed ont of nig ndnds inte God's keepi uIn
Gescribing the security of the sswed soul snd lmf@ Foul said iy Upw-
csgisns Z:3 "Your life is bid with Christ in Ged." Thvs, the boBom
GEY the Almighty iz the resting nlsce of the 1fe & DQW=QVGr.
There it lg surely secufe untiﬁ_scme ronsher ar!
ané ﬁ%‘v&g a dageer of deeth into the heevt
of ctory over the grave of “embs Christ.
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ours Lha g the Zesping secure. In this temt, Coi. 3:
that as stimne we rnave a Treasure, o Tressurer, and 4




iv.

The Substsnce OF Tt

Irn Fhilippians 1:;21 Panl sitsics that the substance of His hristisn 1ife
is Christ. *e says, "PFor to me to live lg VYhrist.,” Paul here anncunces
the principle of 1ife so far ag he ls concernsd. He places the personal
pronoun, to me, &t the begimming of the sentence for emphssis. 4t mesns
more them in mwy opinion. 1t is not the st@ﬁemgrt of & theory or desire
buat of & re*lise& fact. GHe gpeaks with the foree, not of gelf-soéseltion,
but of rgonal experience. Faul is able to asw t 1ife with
nim hbs an Crrist, no less and no nors. e only to szerve
Christ and no coneption of 1ife apart from Ohpd
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3. The love of Yhrist was the power of my 1if

4 ibe will of Christ is the law of wy 1ife

5. The preaching of Uhrist is the business of my life
€. The glory of Christ is the end of my 1ife

When he btravelled, 1t wag on Chrik t's ervand; when
in Christ's service: when he spoke, his theme was Chri
wrote Christ filled his letters. 3So absorbed was he ,
service thet he lived only to ircarvate his Lord end mani?
every word esnd actior.

7o be sble Tthus to live nmerks the bzahaa* vossible sttelinme
Christisn, Poul sctuslly sttaiped such a 1ife--the reproducti
Christ Llife. This gezt in Philipians l.ﬂl implicgr—w
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Ze life busy at Godls task
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4o 1ife o ssrvice fior God's glory

S 1ife of fruiifulness

. b Llife of resdiness fopr desath
Life with &11 itts burdens, dariness and sorrow ls, after all
thing when one can trughfully =say with Paul, "T¢ me to live
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Through Christ we are bmrn aﬂgfn inteo newness of &
sgein, we find In Jesgus the no shment Tor our 43s
upon Chrlst will slwavs be ﬁuﬁ,azﬁeﬁa Christ is the
He nas glven, rnourishing it with communicetlons Himgelil,. Paul ex-
nraeanad Shat very ﬁ@rcibiy in Yalstisns 2:20 by ; "ohrist lives in
re'. Christ within men TS refreshment, %ﬂjaymenn and abwminr strength
for the daily life. it mesns vie tﬁwy in the batile asgeinst ?atan and
sin. Herein is sssentisl C%Ti tilanity. 1t is tbe very genius of our
falthe Ft is the vital breath of avery saved man's experience.
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4s nseful ss cerem no more true Christlianity
than are Md instrun S0, one can Siﬁﬁs read the
Qciirtarﬁa, pray, abtend T : be beptized, and pertake of
the Lorwlis Supper “ﬁﬂ yet it mey all be an oulvard ceremony cove
ering & venser ", o bhe contrery, such expregszion is Ingpired
by €hrist withi then it ig & joyful mar%f,wza?ijﬁ of & wi=-
vaai&m Ln?ard bia
Z. Creed is not e iaiiv Christis
*v“wguduc ig ot and necessa iyabtion. One
may contend [ inspiration tThe truth
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2. “ultuﬁe iﬂ net PS ent istianity
Fducstiom never renowed an unregemevﬂﬁa humen bgirg Environment
doesn'g change the hunmen hnsard, bubt the reslly Christlan heart in
WJEahﬁihEEWﬁ lives will slways cma&pe the environment in which 1t
lives.” How sublize iz the culbture of one in whose heart Christ
Jesus has bDeen enthroned.
4. Conduct is not essentislly Chevistlenity
Conduct often exemplifies a Sigorous rule of fi ving. Ir wany
resvects one may imitete bthe pattern furnished the life of
Jesus, but it s just Phariseelism unlisss from the in-
ward fﬁtntazn of Christ within, Fuch ou gion is br il
1, but igLio Llinding anc L1ligh pivitual rel-
if this 9f+wa @2 spectacle of tmaut 1l conduct is
- it and leaf of the vital inner presenve Qf the Inéweller,
whe daid, 7 am the lifeY, then such fruit is as Iusclous sg di-
vine grace, and it will sbide,
Christ is the very life of the soul., He is the vine fr hich the
vital sap circulates to all the branches. Just as the T EYOWE oh
the plent and getsinocurishment and sustsaance from the plant so Paul
snd we, woo are Christians, get cuy life and novrishment from "Christ
who lives in usg.” He is the great sustainer of the ildc wis tian
1ife and the sustensnce of the Christisn 1life is éepeh¢ ipon Him,




